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bolder and more mystical. With the latter is associated the
classic formulation of Romantic theory, "Das Volk dichtet",
the people makes the poetry—if such an emotive word as
"Volk" can be thus translated. It is apparently not certain
that this phrase was ever used by the Grimms, but Jakob
Grimm did say "every epos must compose itself, must make
itself, and can be written by no poet".1 Davenson points out,
in an admirable summary of this period,2 that Volkslied then
carried a much wider connotation than the modern word
folksong, since primitive poetry was held to include Homer,
the Niebelungenlied, the Bible, and Ossian. Whilst classical
philology has long been freed from these Romantic phantoms
and no one would think it worth while to discuss in what
sense the Iliad is the expression of the Greek people, folklore
studies have remained in their power. Of all forms of folklore,
the ballads came to be the one on which the discussion about
origins centred.
German influence was not immediately noticeable in
Britain, where scholars of the ballad confined themselves to
editing for the most part. Robert Chambers was one of the
first in the nineteenth century to make general statements
about origins8: he supported individual authorship. Most
of his assertions are untenable, but he showed acumen in
pointing out the "literary" quality of the Scottish versions
printed by Percy. Later in the century, the theory of communal
origins appeared in full force, stimulated by discoveries that
had been made in the field of anthropology. The first to
formulate this theory in English seems to have been Andrew
Lang, one of the "anthropological" school of folklorists, in
1875,* but it was in the United States of America that the
"communalist" theory came to full flower. The prestige of
German scholarship had been higher in America than in
England, and there generous democratic feelings became
allied with Romantic primitivism. Perhaps the same feeling
of inferiority as that which the German had felt towards
foreign sophisticated culture also helped to stimulate the
Americans.
Child himself should have been the first figure of modern

